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Abstract:
We know that assessment is a “required” part of higher education. But, really, why do we
assess student learning? There are many good reasons to do this that have very little to do
with accountability and much more to do with how we ensure students are learning. This
session will present some of the models for assessing learning in higher education and
explore some of the reasons why they work (and in some cases, don’t work). If we are to
view the assessment process as a transformative methodology that provides useful
information about what we are doing that works, we may be able to move into a new era in
higher education where we can really put students’ learning at the forefront of the
assessment process.
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